
GRIMSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at East Grimstead Reading Room on Tuesday, 1st April 2008.
Present:  Mr G Bayford, Chairman, presiding, Mrs L Paramor, Mrs Birchenough, Mr R Amor, Mr J Wrigley and Mr C Wilkinson.  Two members of the public also attended together with District Councillor Richard Britton   .
Apologies  were received from Mrs R Clark            
Declaration of Interest  The chairman declared his interest on the accounts and planning
Public Time   A West Grimstead resident queried why draft minutes were not put on the website. This matter would be raised during Any Other Business at the end of the meeting.   He also brought up the question of the various sites in the parish that have been put forward on the Local Development Framework Plan.  This matter would be discussed under Planning. 
The Minutes of the previous meetings held on the 19th February, 25th February and 14th March 2008, having been circulated were taken as read and signed following an amendment to 27.08 regarding footpaths.  Nos. 10 and 4 were inserted in the gaps.  

MATTERS ARISING

32.08
East Grimstead Pond.    A letter is still awaited advising of dates when the volunteers can come to sort out the brambles.   Mr Wilkinson reported that he had tried to pull out some of the rushes but found it very difficult and felt that  mechanical aid would be required.  The clerk to write to the WCC to see if they could help and also Gerard Bunday from West Dean. Mr Wilkinson agreed that the rushes, etc.  could be dumped on his land. 
33.08
R2    The clerk and Mrs R. Clark had recently attended a meeting with the East Grimstead Hall Committee to discuss R2 money.   A further suggestion of a marquee was raised and the clerk would contact the SDC accordingly.  Also the secretary of the Hall Committee would write.   
34.08
ROSPA   Two quotes have been received regarding the making up the gateway to the field in West Grimstead.   We are still awaiting a further quote and when this is to hand they will be sent to the SDC to see if R2 funds can be made available for the work to be carried out.   
35.08
Connect2   The chairman read out a letter from the chairman of the Southern Area Committee concerning the footway to Whaddon.   This letter stresses the need for this fooway.   Also the clerk was asked to write again regarding safety signs along this dangerous stretch of road warning motorists of pedestrians.   
36.08
CPRE    A letter had been received from the CPRE stating that the annual subscription is £28.    It was proposed by the chairman and seconded by Mr Wrigley that the Parish Council should join the organisation.  All in favour.   
37.08
Crockford Fence   Letter received from the Planning Department stating that they were satisfied with the hedge that has been planted. Councillors were not happy that the District Council could override the Inspector’s decision but it appears that no enforcement action will be taken. However the clerk to write again to express our disappointment. 
38.08
Trail  Bikes   Email received from the footpath warden stating that he will come and look at the site.  However it is not in fact Footpath 16 but the one that runs by the old barns (turning right off Footpath 16) that is the problem.   The clerk to write again. 
39.09
Planning   Mr Priddle, the adjacent owner to Fieldfare, spoke.  He explained the situation and is very concerned that a very large shed/stable has been erected on raised up ground outside his property thereby blocking his view.  The chairman also said that he had seen the owner of Fieldfare who stated that the shed had been erected to store building materials when the extension to the property is being carried out.  She also mentioned that the shed would not be permanent.   The councillors discussed the matter and felt that in no way could the building be moved as it was too large.  It was agreed the clerk should write to the Enforcement Officer asking them to look into the situation.

An application, S/2008/0613 – Amendment to planning application at Fieldfare.  The councillors had no objections to this application.
High Ridge, West Grimstead – An email had been received from Carolyn Easter, Enforcement Officer,  stating that no action would be taken on the removal of soil from the back garden of this property and that the file would be closed.  However a very large wooden building (30 x 15 x 12’ high) has been erected and is very unsightly to neighbouring properties and it was decided that the Enforcement Officer should be called back to look into the matter.
1 & 2 Drove Farm Cottages, East Grimstead. Approval has been granted by the District Council for this application but with 17 conditions. 
Local Development Framework.   Four sites have been put forward in the plan, one at Holme Farm, East Grimstead, two at Nursery Farm, West Grimstead and one at Emmotts Farm, West Grimstead.  Councillor Britton explained that over the last six to nine months landowners have been invited to put forward possible sites for inclusion in the long term plan.  Some of the sites have already been assessed and considered unsuitable.  There is a long way to go before these sites are adopted but it was felt that the council should make its views known as soon as possible although there will be a further consultation period later on.   To that end a public meeting has been arranged for Friday, 11th April at 7.30 in West Grimstead Village Hall.  

40.08
Rats   A complaint has been received from a resident in East Grimstead of rats in her house.  Apparently the surrounding area is very overgrown. It was agreed to contact Environmental Health and Mr Wilkinson said he would have see that the area is cut back.  
41.08
Accounts

E Bayford – clerks salary and expenses   £458.44.   All in favour
42.08
Correspondence: Several letters had been received but were of little significance.   Mazars have been appointed as external auditors  
43.08    AnyOther Business
A very serious fire occurred recently at Lyvers Farm and the hydrants were found to be out of order.  Apparently there is only one person for the whole of Wiltshire who checks them and those in East Grimstead have now been attended to. It was agreed the clerk would ask if the Parish Steward could check the hydrants from time to time to ensure they are free of silt.   It was reported that the Fire Services are to be regionalised. 

The clerk to write again regarding the reflectors on Maypole Green

It was agreed that draft minutes will be published on the village website. 

Gays Drove – it was agreed to write to the Rights of Way Officer and ask for ‘No Vehicle’ signs to be erected at either end of the Drove.  On the question of rights of way, it was agreed that the clerk would ask for clarification on the byway at the top of
Pepperbox
With regard to the new Unitary Authority boundary, Councillor Britton reported  Grimstead is either with Alderbury or Winterslow.   It was proposed by Mr Wrigley and seconded by the chairman that Grimstead Parish remains with Alderbury. The vote was carried 4-2.   The clerk to write to the Boundary Committee  accordingly.
43.08 Dates of Future Meetings

Annual Parish Meeting Monday 12th May at 7.00 p.m. in West Grimstead Village Hall.   

Tuesday, 24th June at East Grimstead Reading Room
Date of next Meeting – Monday 12th May 2008 at West Grimstead Village Hall at 7.0 p.m. – Annual Parish Meeting








